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1.0 Introduction  

1.1 How to use this document  
1.1.1 This Conservation Area Appraisal should be read in conjunction with the document 

Introduction to Conservation Areas for the 21st Century, which can be 
downloaded from the National Park’s website. This document contains an 
explanation of the purpose and methodology of this Appraisal, together with a 
general introduction to the history, landscape, buildings and settlement forms and 
planning and legistlative context.  

1.1.2 In addition to the Management Plan which accompanies this area appraisal, a further 
document Advice on Energy Efficiency Measures in Conservation Areas 
(Planning & Practical Guide) has been prepared in order to respond to the current 
climate change emergency, give practical advice on how to improve energy 
performance of traditional and locally significant buildings without harming their 
special character or technical performance. 

1.2 Overview of the conservation area  
1.2.1 The extent of the study area is part defined by the Conservation Area 

boundary (see Fig 02), however the immediate surroundings (including the 
adjacent landscape areas) were included in order to both understand the 
wider context and determine whether any amendments to the boundary 
would be appropriate.   

1.2.2 Beddgelert is the only Conservation Area in Snowdonia to have an Article 4 
direction, which removes permitted development rights. Refer to section 8.0 
and introductory document for more information. 

Location & Setting  
1.2.3 Beddgelert is a small village in Gwynedd. It is situated in the Eryri National 

Park, some 8km north of Porthmadog. It is an important communication 
point at the junction of roads from Caernarfon (A4085), Capel Curig (A498 – 
north) and Porthmadog (A498 – south). The roads meet in the village centre, 
crossing the Afon Colwyn just north of the church.  

1.2.4 The village lies at the confluence of the Afon Glaslyn and the Afon Colwyn. 
The rivers combine, then to the south enter the renowned steeply sided 
Aberglaslyn gorge. Beddgelert is surroudnded by steeply sided hills, leading 
to some of the highest mountains of Eryri. To the west, the Hebog ridge, 

01 Beddgelert from path to Mynydd Sygun (2021). 
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and Moel Hebog and to the north Craig Wen, and Yr Aran. To the east 
Mynydd Sygun with Cnicht beyond.  

1.2.5 Designation date: 1974 
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4.3.5 The agricultural land between the station and the Afon Colwyn, to the north-
west provides important to long-views across the village to Mynydd Sygun. 

4.3.6 The green in front of Sygun Terrace with views to Mynydd Sygun is 
important creating an open aspect to the hillside, as well as a characterful, 
designed space in front of the 19th century terrace.  

4.3.7 Distinctive groups of trees, some protected by preservation orders are 
shown on plan at Fig 20, these include: 

• Individual yew trees in the churchyard, particularly that to the 
eastern corner and adjacent to the churchyard entrance at the 
end of Stryd Eglwys. 

• Signficant numbers of trees lining the Afon Glaslyn and the 
Afon Colwyn.  

• Small trees associated with Gelert’s grave, potentially shown 
on early illustrations.  

• Trees adjacent to the bridge to Ysgol Gynradd Beddgelert, 
which provide a break in the built fabric along the road and 
nicely frame views of the Afon Glaslyn.  

• Avenue formerly part of the landscaping of the Royal Goat 
(visible south-west of the church). 

• Trees in and around Oberon Wood and the Royal Goat (mostly 
protected by TPO).  
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§ 3700 Lletty 
§ 3701 Ivy House 
§ 3702 Ger-y-Lli 
§ 3703 4 Club Street 
§ 3704 Gwynant House 
§ 3705 Si-yr-Afon 
§ 3706 Isfryn 
§ 3707 Talafon 
§ 3708 Meirionfa 
§ 3709 Tegfan 
§ 3710 Clydfan 
§ 3711 Three Rivers 
§ 3712 Glan-Awen 
§ 3713 Pensarn 
§ 3714 Waterloo House (Beddgelert Antiques and Tea Rooms) 
§ 3715 Colwyn Guest House 
§ 3716 Plas Gwyn 
§ 3717 Abercolwyn 
§ 3718 Renig 
§ 3719 Frondeg 
§ 3720 Encil 
§ 3721 Ail Orau 
§ 3722 Bryn Afon 
§ 3723 Glwyndwr 
§ 3724 Henfro 
§ 3725 Hebog 
§ 3726 7 Gwynant Street 
§ 3727 Llys Trefor 
§ 3728 Pen-y-Bont 
§ 3729 Llys Emrys 
§ 3730 11 Gwynant Street 
§ 3731 12 Gwynant Street 
§ 3732 Arosfa 
§ 3733 Hafan 
§ 3734 15 Gwynant Street 
§ 3735 16 Gwynant Street 
§ 3736 Bryn-Cilio 
§ 3737 18 Gwynant Street 
§ 3738 Tremafon 
§ 3739 Tan-Rallt 
§ 3740 Tan-y-Marian 
§ 20924 Group of Three Railed Tombs in the churchyard of St Mary's Church 
§ 20925 Gelert's Grave 
§ 20951 The Royal Goat Hotel 
§ 20952 Ty Popty 
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§ 20953 Colwyn Cottage 
 

6.1.3 Within Potential Boundary Extension (see 7.0) 

§ 21917 Ficerdy  
 

6.1.4 Potential Additional Designations. 

It is considered that  should be considered for listing on the national list: 

• Saracen’s Head Hotel. 

6.2 Undesignated Historic Assets of Special Local Interest 
6.2.1 The following undesignated historic assets in the conservation area have 

been identified as being of special local interest (see Fig 35): 

 
§ Saracens Head Hotel (see note above). 
§ Sunday School to former Capel Mawr. 
§ Ael-y-Bryn 
§ Gwyndy Bach 
§ Hebog 
§ Plas Tan-y-Graig 
§ Ysgol Gynradd Beddgelert 
§ Terraced houses in Stryd Eglwys (both sides). 
§ Outbuildings (stables?) to Royal Goat Hotel (now garages and holiday let). 
§ Canolfan Hebog (formerly Congregationalist Chapel) 
§ Erw Fair 
§ Barn ruins south-west of Gelert’s Grave.  
§ Meirion Terrace 

 
6.2.2 Within Proposed Extended Boundary: 

The following assets are outside the current Conservation Area boundary, but would 
be within the extended boundary (see 7.0) 

 
§ Glasfryn Terrace 
§ Pont Alyn (formerly The Firs). 
§ Terrace adjacent to the entrance to Y Ficerdy (north side of the road). 

 
6.3 Register of Traditional Buildings 

6.3.1 Consideration should also be given to the Authority's 'Register of Traditional 
Buildings'. As this list is always under review, it would not be practical to 
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include within this Conservation Area Appraisal. Please contact the 
Authority should you have enquiries regarding the register. 

 

7.0 The Conservation Area Boundary. 
7.1.1 Following the appraisal, it is proposed that the conservation area boundary 

be slightly extended, to encompass Ffordd Caernarfon (A4085) up to Pont 
Alyn, and including the listed Y Ficerdy to the north of the road. 

7.1.2 This is to encompass the rows of terraces, the river in this area, and fine 
setting of Pont Alyn and the Firs (a well preserved lodge) adjacent, all 
important to the Conservation Area.  

7.1.3 Proposed boundary extension, see figure 33. 

 





 
 
Beddgelert, Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan 30 

 

8.0 Article 4 Direction. 
8.1.1 Beddgelert is the only one of Snowdonia’s conservation areas to have an 

Article 4 direction, which removes further permitted development rights.  

8.1.2 A copy of the direction is included the Appendices, but in general terms it 
covers elements such as changes to boundaries, roof slopes, hard-
surfacing, boundary treatments, addition of porches, satellite dishes etc. 

8.1.3 The current article 4 direction does not control the change of windows and 
other joinery (unless covered in the items above), which is unfortunate, 
although there is extensive protection via listing in Beddgelert. 

8.1.4 It is recommended that the Article 4 direction be extended to include 
windows, doors and joinery details which are important to the special 
interest of the conservation area. 

9.0 Hidden Histories (archaeological potential) 
9.1.1 Beddgelert, or at least the surrounding landscape, has recorded history 

from the pre-historic times and is sited on a recorded Roman route.  None 
of this early history in the immediate setting of the settlement is well 
understood. 

9.1.2 There is a significant opportunity to better understand the early religious 
settlement and the priory, and the relationship to Dinas Emrys and the lands 
of Llywelyn ap Iowerth. 

10.0 Other Designated Assets 

10.1 National Nature Reserve (SSSI) 
10.1.1 Coedydd Beddgelert a Cheunant Aberglaslyn is a designated National 

Nature Reserve, and overlaps the Conservation Area boundary near Oberon 
Wood.21  See Fig 36. 

10.1.2 All National Nature Reserves (NNRs) in Wales are legally protected as Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Most are also declared under the EU 

 
21 https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/national-nature-reserves/?lang=en  
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Habitats Directive as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special 
Protection Areas (SPA) or Ramsar (wetlands). These designations provide 
further legal protection. 

10.1.3 Areas around the Beddgelert Conservation area are defined as considered 
significant under Section 3 of the Wildlife and Countryside (Amendment) Act 
1985. This identifies areas of Mountain, Moor and Heath areas in 
Snowdonia National Park, the natural beauty of which the Authority 
considers it is particularly important to conserve. 

10.2 Trees Preservation Orders 
10.2.1 There are a variety of Tree Preservation orders in the Conservation Area (in 

addition to the protection that the area confers).  See also fig 20. These are: 

• Individual trees around the Royal Goat (ref ‘Royal Goat Beddgelert’). 

o Caerns41/T01-T64. Various including Ash, Beech, Oak, Silver 
Birch. 

• Individual tree, Llewelyn Cottage (Ty Isaf), Beddgelert 

o SNP026/T01 Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) 

• Individual trees alongside the Afon Colwyn. 

o Caerns43/T01-02 Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) & Horse-
chesnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) 

• Individual trees at Glascoed.  

o SNP011 (Glascoed, Beddgelert). T01-03 Douglas Fir & 
Sycamore. 





 
 

        

  

35 Undesignated Assets of Special Local Interest  (© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 Ordnance Survey 100022403) 
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11.0 Biodiversity 

11.1 Trees 
11.1.1 See 9.2 for Tree Preservation Orders. 

11.1.2 See 4.3 for description of key trees/tree areas within the conservation area 
that contribute to its special character. 

11.1.3 Areas of restored ancient woodland are to be found overlapping the 
northern and south-eastern parts of the conservation area. 

11.1.4  The Celtic Rainforests Wales Project is active within several 
Conservation Area locations, including areas associated with Special Areas 
of Conservation, and seeks to protect and restore rare Atlantic woodland 
habitats by managing Rhododendron ponticum and other invasive alien 
species. When works, planting schemes, landscaping, maintenance or 
development are proposed within these Conservation Areas, consideration 
should be given to biosecurity, the prevention of new invasive species 
introductions, and the potential impact on nearby Celtic rainforest habitats.  
Early advice should be sought from Eryri National Park Authority where 
proposals may affect areas linked to the project or involve species 
replacement, vegetation clearance or habitat management. 

11.2 Protected Species. 
11.2.1 A number of key protected species are known to be present in and around 

the conservation area, bird species include: 

• Chough 

• Peregrine 

• Merlin 

• Buzzard 

Mammal species include: 

• Pine Marten 

• Feral Goats 

• Brown Hare 
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• Fallow Deer 

• Polecat 

11.2.2 Migratory fish such as the salmonids salmon are known to be present in the 
Afon Glaslyn and Afon Colwyn. 
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1.0 Summary SWOT Analysis  
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• Potential to improve interpretation of the highly significant 
history and ecological biodiversity of Beddgelert and better 
present and tell its stories through improved interpretation.  

• Find a suitable new use for the Y Warws buildings and site. 

2.3.3 The SWOT identifies a number of weaknesses and threats, which are 
identified as action points, these include: 

• Seek positive engagement to address issues around the Royal 
Goat Hotel and outbuildings. 

• Seek to extend the tourist season through provision of an ‘all-
year-round’ economy and activity, to help alleviate pressure in 
the summer months. 

• Extend the protection afforded by the article 4 direction to 
cover windows and doors and other details. 

• Ensure that green spaces and key views are protected through 
local engagement and when considering applications for 
development.  

• Enhance interpretation of the village, its heritage, history and 
biodiversity. 

• Consider options to better manage and control vehicle flow 
and parking, especially in light of the potential role as a 
‘gateway’ village as identified in the Partneriaeth Yr Wyddfa 
transport strategy documents.22 Continue to work in parallel to 
ensure joined-up approach to transportation and the 
enhancement of the Conservation Area. 

3.0 Positive Management. 

3.1 Boundary Changes. 
3.1.1 It is proposed to extend the conservation area boundary slightly to include 

the area around Pont Alyn and Y Ficerdy. See Section 1. 

 

 
22 https://www.snowdonpartnership.co.uk/parking-and-transport  
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3.2 Local & National Policy Protection 
3.2.1 The legislative framework context for Conservation Areas is provided in the 

introductory document Introduction to Conservation Areas for the 21st 
Century. This document also gives general guidance and policies. 

3.2.2 As noted in 6.1 of the CAA, it is recommended that The Saracen’s Head 
Hotel considered for listing.   If this is not possible it should be protected by 
extended or specific article 4 directions. 

3.2.3 It is proposed that the current article 4 direction is extended to cover 
windows and doors and other details, to ensure these are protected on non-
listed structures of local importance. 

3.3 Enhancing the Special Interest of the Conservation Area 
3.3.1 Addressing some of the issues (see 2.0) and weaknesses and threats to the 

Conservation Area have the potential to significantly enhance its special 
interest. This can be through extended planning powers or guidance. 

3.3.2 Specific issues and opportunities include: 

• Potential implementation of improved development control 
measures, by increasing the provision of the article 4 direction 
to control loss of historic joinery details and features.  

• Seek positive engagement to address issues around the Royal 
Goat Hotel and outbuildings. 

• Consideration of a design brief to ensure that the redundant, 
or under-utilised buildings (e.g. Y Warws) are brought back 
into beneficial or enhanced use. 

• Consider options to better manage and control vehicle and 
parking in conjunction with Partneriaeth Yr Wyddfa strategy. 

• Enhance connections to the Welsh Highland Railway and 
provision of new station facilities.  

• Enhance interpretation of the village, its heritage, history and 
biodiversity. 

• Building upon and increasing awareness of the wide-range of 
species and special natural features in and around the village. 
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3.3.3 Using the above tools and through the consultation (see below), raise 
awareness and the profile of the Conservation Area and encourage 
appropriate development and change. To include: 

• Awareness with owners and the community of Beddgelert. 

• Raising awareness and (with support in the future) skills for 
local contractors and crafts people. 

3.4 Sustainability & Environmental Upgrading 
3.4.1 Guidance on the right approach for the introduction of energy efficiency 

improvements, and the necessary consents in Snowdonia’s Conservation 
Areas is given in the document: Advice on Energy Efficiency Measures in 
Conservation Areas (Planning & Practical Guide). 

3.4.2 Beddgelert has natural opportunities for micro-power generation and these 
have already started to be utilised, historically at the listed Cwm Dyli23 and 
at nearby Craflwyn and Llyndy Isaf (National Trust). 

3.4.3 Sustainable energy generation schemes should be supported and 
encouraged where they don’t adversely affect the special character or 
biodiversity of the conservation area.  

3.5 Biodiversity 
3.5.1 Trees are critically important to the biodiversity and aesthetic significance.  

A variety of trees are protected by preservation orders (see 8.3). Other trees 
are identified as having significance in the conservation area (see 4.3). 

3.5.2 It is considered that the trees in the churchyard, predominantly yew and  
those around the village green, could be considered for preservation orders.  

3.5.3 The potential to enhance biodiversity in the conservation area is significant, 
example actions could include: 

• Installation of bird and bat boxes and development of a box 
management plan. 

• Appropriate use of grass roofs and other built features in 
extensions or new buildings, where appropriate to the built 
heritage, can enhance wildlife habitats. 

 
23 https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/listedbuilding/FullReport?lang=&id=20926  
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• Hedgerow management and enhancement. 

• Protection of trees during construction work  

• Non-intervention to allow trees to mature  

• Retention of standing deadwood and creation of deadwood 
piles for insects and other wildlife. 

3.5.4 Ensuring that development is informed by, and is sympathetic to, the 
distinctive character areas of the Conservation Area and takes account of 
other evidence of historic characterisation and landscape sensitivity of the 
surrounding area.  

3.5.5 Ensuring that development proposals will enhance biodiversity and 
geodiversity interests.  

3.5.6 Working with partners in the public, private and voluntary sectors to develop 
and secure the implementation of projects to enhance the landscape and 
create and improve habitats of nature conservation value. 

3.5.7 Encouraging development to include measures to contribute positively to 
the overall biodiversity of the area. 

3.5.8 Enhancing green infrastructure in a way which provides for the energy 
needs of the area without adverse impact no biodiversity or the character of 
the conservation area. 

4.0   Consultation 
4.1.1 The draft Conservation Area Appraisal and Management plan have been 

subject to the following consultation: 

• November 2021 with Beddgelert Community Council. 

• Via the National Park’s website. 
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Appendices: 
 
Appendix A - Sources  
The main published sources of information used in the production of this Appraisal were as follows: 

Cosgrove, J. & Talbot, J. The Roadside Geology of Wales (Geologists Assoc. 69), Geologists 
Association, 2017. 

Fenton, R. (1810), Tours in Wales (1804−1813) (republished by the Cambrian Archaeological 
Association in 1917) 

Gresham, C. A. (1969), Parish of Beddgelert, in Transactions of the Caernarvonshire Historical 
Society, vol.30, pp 21-28 

Gwyn, D (2006), Gwynedd: Inheriting a Revolution (Phillimore, Chichester) Hall, W. (1881),  

Gwyn, D Welsh Slate: the Archaeology and History of an Industry (RCAHMW 2015). 

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) report no. 1036 (Voelcker, A & Robertson, A), 
Beddgelert Draft Conservation Area Appraisal, 2012. 

Hall, E. Hyde (1811), A Description of Caernarvonshire (1809−11) (1952 edition). 

Haslam, R., Orbach, J. and Voelcker, A. (2009) The Buildings of Wales: Gwynedd (Yale 
University Press, London) 

Hughes H & North H. L. ‘The Old Churches of Snowdonia’ (1924). 

Jenkins, D, Beddgelert, its Facts, Fairies and Folklore, Llewellyn Jenkins, Porthmadog, 1899. 

Johnson, P, An Illustrated History of the Welsh Highland Railway, Crecy, 2002.  

Lewis, S, A Topographical Dictionary of Wales (London), 1849 

Lynch, Frances, A guide to Ancient and Historic Wales – Gwynedd, HMSO, 1995. 

Pennant, T. (1781), A Tour in Wales (London) (1773-76), Accessed via: 
https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-gallery/pictures/a-tour-in-wales 

Roscoe, T. (1853), Wanderings and Excursions in North Wales (London)  

 Smith, B. & Neville George, T. British Regional Geology – North Wales (HMSO) 1961. 
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Appendix B – Current Article 4 Direction  
WEBLINK 

 



















