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1.0 Introduction  

1.1 How to use this document  
1.1.1 This Conservation Area Appraisal should be read in conjunction with the document 

Introduction to Conservation Areas for the 21st Century, which can be downloaded 
from the National Park’s website. This document contains an explanation of the 
purpose and methodology of this Appraisal, together with a general introduction to the 
history, landscape, buildings and settlement forms and planning and legislative 
context, including guidance on what development is controlled and where consents 
are required. 

1.1.2 In addition to the Management Plan which accompanies this area appraisal, a further 
document Advice on Energy Efficiency Measures in Conservation Areas (Planning 
& Practical Guide) has been prepared in order to respond to the current climate 
change emergency, give practical advice on how to improve energy performance of 
traditional and locally significant buildings without harming their special character or 
technical performance. 

1.2 Overview of the conservation area  
1.2.1 The extent of the study area is part defined by the Conservation Area 

boundary (see Fig 02), however the immediate surroundings (including the 
adjacent landscape areas) were included in order to both understand the 
wider context and determine whether any amendments to the boundary 
would be appropriate. 

Location & Setting  
1.2.2 Betws-y-Coed is a village three miles south of the town of Llanrwst. Betws 

is some six miles north-east of the Gwynedd border, and was historically in 
the county of Caernarfonshire.  

1.2.3 Dramatically sited at the confluence of the Afon Llugwy and the Afon Conwy, 
Betws-y-Coed is surrounded by steeply hillsides, densely wooded, forming 
part of the Coedwig Gwydyr an ancient woodland extending from from 
Trefriw to Penmachno. 

01 St. Mary’s Church across the village green. 



 
 
Betws-y-Coed, Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan 7 

1.2.4 The village is also on an important geological boundary. The Afon Conwy 
marks a distinct geological division, with Silurian lithologies roughly east of 
the Conwy valley and mostly the older Ordovician to the west.1 

1.2.5 The Conservation Area was designated in 1974. 

 
1 Smith, B. & Neville George, T. British Regional Geology – North Wales (HMSO) 1961.  
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5.1.3 The built character of the village is now largely Victorian, and very well 
preserved. As much of the construction is of similar date, the whole is visually 
cohesive and designed for picturesque effect.    

5.1.4 Later developments have sought to reinforce the alpine quality of the village, 
through the use of expressed timber with projecting balconies and details 
with a distinctly continental feel. Examples include the repurposing of the 
Capel Tabernacl as an outdoor shop, where the front façade was clad in 
this manner.  

5.1.5 The landscape character has changed since the first world war, which has 
created the heavily coniferous, commercial woodland which provides a 
backdrop to much of the village. This has also contributed to the alpine 
character referred to previously. 
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5.5.4 There are good examples of gate piers, in dressed slate generally, used in 
conjunction with dressed slate copings which cap rubble stone below.  
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§ 18790 Plas Muriau (II) 
§ 87582 Ysgol Gynradd Betws-y-Coed (II) 
 
 

6.2 Undesignated Historic Assets of Special Local Interest 
The following undesignated historic assets in the conservation area have been 
identified as being of special local interest (see fig 44): 

 
§ The Royal Oak Hotel (see note above). 
§ Former Royal Oak Stables (now SNPA visitor centre). 
§ The Railway Station 
§ The former Police Station 
§ Calvinistic Methodist Chapel 
§ Terrace at Banc Llugwy (see note above). 
§ Former Ysgol Glan Llugwy 
§ Albert Rolling Mill (Pentre Felin). 
§ Swn-y-Dwr 
§ Bryn Afon 

 
Betws-y-Coed is more challenging to define undesignated assets as it is very much a 
‘piece’. The majority of the buildings are from a similar period and could all be 
considered of special local interest. This therefore makes part of the case for other 
protection measures across the conservation area.  See section 2.0 of this report. 
 

6.3 Register of Traditional Buildings  
6.3.1 Consideration should also be given to the Authority's 'Register of Traditional 

Buildings'. As this list is always under review, it would not be practical to 
include within this Conservation Area Appraisal. Please contact the 
Authority should you have enquiries regarding the register 
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7.0 Hidden Histories (archaeological potential) 
7.1.1 The archaeological potential of sites within the conservation area 

specifically is not known. Whilst there is strong evidence for pre-historic 
activity in the surrounding area the conservation area has been substantially 
altered.   

7.1.2 The Roman route from Bryn-y-Gefeiliau to Caerhun would have crossed the 
Afon Llugwy near or in Betws, and there may be evidence of its route or 
deposits associated with the road.  

7.1.3 Early settlement is likely around the Pont-y-pair and this should be a 
consideration for any development in this area specifically.  This could 
include the early 19th century settlement, which could provide a better 
understanding of pre-tourist Betws. 

8.0 Other Designated Assets 

8.1 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
8.1.1 The conservation area partly overlaps the Afon Llugwy Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI) See fig 45. 

8.2 Trees Preservation Orders 
8.2.1 There are a variety of Tree Preservation orders in the Conservation Area (in 

addition to the protection that the area confers).  See also fig 46. These are: 

• Individual trees to the west of Pont-y-Pair 

o SNP006/ T01-T05.  Ash, Oak, Douglas Fir & Sycamore. 

• Individual trees to the North of the former Royal Oak stables (NB further 
protected trees north of the conservation area). 

o SNP071/T08-10. Sessile Oak and Douglas fir. 

• Woodland Orders (east bank of the Afon Llugwy) 

o SNP071 (Afon Llugwy & Royal Oak Farm). W01 Mixed 
Broadleaf. 

• Group Orders (west side of car park) 
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o SNP071 (Afon Llugwy & Royal Oak Farm). G02. Ash, Elm, 
Sycamore. 

8.3 Designated Historic Landscape  
8.3.1 The village is not located in a designated historic landscape. 

8.4 Other Designations 
8.4.1 The village lies within the International Dark Sky Reserve.18 

9.0 Biodiversity 

9.1 Trees 
9.1.1 See 8.3 for Tree Preservation Orders. 

9.1.2 See 4.3 for description of key trees/tree areas within the conservation area 
that contribute to its special character. 

9.2 Protected Species. 
9.2.1 A number of key protected species are known to be present in and around 

Betws-y-Coed   

9.2.2 Migratory fish such as the salmonids salmon and brown/sea trout are 
known to be present in the Afon Llugwy.  

  

 
18 https://www.snowdonia.gov.wales/looking-after/dark-skies 







 
 
Betws-y-Coed, Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan 40 

1.0 Summary SWOT Analysis  
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• Ensure that the significant remaining original details of the 
Conservation Area are protected through the implementation 
of enhanced development controls (article 4 directions). 

• Consider modifications to the road on Holyhead Road where 
the buildings are hard on the carriageway, which poses a risk 
to pedestrians and the appeal of these buildings.  

3.1.3 The SWOT identifies a number of weaknesses and threats, which are 
identified as action points, these include: 

• Seek positive engagement to reverse damaging alterations to 
key buildings and features. 

• Ensure that green spaces and key views are protected through 
local engagement and when considering applications for 
development.  

• Consider the impact of parking areas, especially around St. 
Mary’s Church. 

4.0 Positive Management. 

4.1 Boundary Changes. 
4.1.1 It is proposed to extend the conservation area to encompass Pont y Soldiwr 

(the suspension bridge) and the adjacent sections of river, to capture this 
important structure and key views. 

4.1.2 It is also recommended that Pentre du is assessed for designation as a 
separate conservation area.  

4.2 Local & National Policy Protection 
4.2.1 The legislative framework context for Conservation Areas is provided in the 

introductory document Introduction to Conservation Areas for the 21st 
Century. This document also gives general guidance and policies. 

4.2.2 It is recommended that an article 4 direction is introduced to the Betws-y-
Coed conservation area.  The village is still largely well preserved and there 
is an opportunity to check further inappropriate change, removal of historic 
windows, joinery and rainwater goods.  
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4.2.3 As noted in 6.1 of the CAA, it is recommended that the Royal Oak, the 
cottages of Banc Llugwy  and the Suspension bridge are considered for 
listing on the national list.   If this is not possible they should be protected 
either by individual or overall article 4 directions. 

4.3 Enhancing the Special Interest of the Conservation Area 
4.3.1 Addressing some of the issues (see 2.0) and weaknesses and threats to the 

Conservation Area have the potential to significantly enhance its special 
interest. This can be through extended planning powers or guidance. 

4.3.2 Specific issues to be addressed in the Betws-y-Coed Conservation Area 
include: 

• Potential implementation of development control measures 
(article 4 direction) to control loss of historic joinery details and 
features 

• Consideration of a design brief to ensure that the redundant 
Calvinistic Methodist Chapel is sensitively adapted to a new 
use. 

• Enhancing riverside as well as road frontages of key buildings. 

• Enhancing the rear of hotels where are visible onto Vicarage 
Road.  

• Seek to control in-fill development and development of 
inappropriate quality on the periphery of the conservation 
area. 

• Encouraging reinstatement of more appropriate joinery details 
to locally significant buildings, in place of modern uPVC 
replacements.   

4.3.3 It is proposed that a design-guide is provided to understand and 
encourage appropriate change in the conservation area, this should include: 

• Appropriate detailing to windows, doors and new joinery. 

• Scale, massing and materiality of new buildings and 
extensions. 

• Parking, surfaces, planting and ecological considerations.  
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4.3.4 Using the above tools and through the consultation (see below), raise 
awareness and the profile of the Conservation Area and encourage 
appropriate development and change. To include: 

• Awareness with owners and the community of Betws-y-Coed. 

• Raising awareness and (with support in the future) skills for 
local contractors and crafts people. 

4.4 Sustainability & Environmental Upgrading 
4.4.1 Guidance on the right approach for the introduction of energy efficiency 

improvements, and the necessary consents in Snowdonia’s Conservation 
Areas is given in the document: Advice on Energy Efficiency Measures in 
Conservation Areas (Planning & Practical Guide). 

4.4.2 Betws-y-Coed has natural opportunities for micro-power generation. Micro-
hydro generation has recently been installed as a trial project under the Dŵr 
Uisce scheme at Tŷ Mawr Wybrnant. Other schemes are also proposed, but 
have yet to come to fruition.  A scheme is being considered for Fairy Glen, 
just outside the village.  

4.4.3 Sustainable energy generation schemes should be supported and 
encouraged where they don’t adversely affect the special character or 
biodiversity of the conservation area.  

4.5 Biodiversity 
4.5.1 Trees are critically important to the biodiversity and aesthetic significance.  

A variety of trees are protected by preservation orders (see 8.3). Other trees 
are identified as having significance in the conservation area (see 4.3). 

4.5.2 It is considered that the trees in the churchyard, predominantly yew and  
those around the village green, could be considered for preservation orders.  

4.5.3 The potential to enhance biodiversity in the conservation area is significant, 
example actions could include: 

• Installation of bird and bat boxes and development of a box 
management plan. 

• Appropriate use of grass roofs and other built features in 
extensions or new buildings, where appropriate to the built 
heritage, can enhance wildlife habitats. 
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• Hedgerow management and enhancement. 

• Protection of trees during construction work  

• Non-intervention to allow trees to mature  

• Retention of standing deadwood and creation of deadwood 
piles for insects and other wildlife. 

4.5.4 Ensuring that development is informed by, and is sympathetic to, the 
distinctive character areas of the Conservation Area and takes account of 
other evidence of historic characterisation and landscape sensitivity of the 
surrounding area.  

4.5.5 Ensuring that development proposals will enhance biodiversity and 
geodiversity interests.  

4.5.6 Working with partners in the public, private and voluntary sectors to develop 
and secure the implementation of projects to enhance the landscape and 
create and improve habitats of nature conservation value. 

4.5.7 Encouraging development to include measures to contribute positively to 
the overall biodiversity of the area. 

4.5.8 Enhancing green infrastructure in a way which provides for the energy 
needs of the area without adverse impact no biodiversity or the character of 
the conservation area. 

5.0   Consultation 
5.1.1 The draft Conservation Area Appraisal and Management plan have been 

subject to the following consultation: 

• December 2021 with Betws-y-Coed Community Council.  At 
which it was agreed that it be proposed to extend the 
boundary to include Pont y Soldiwr. 

• Via the National Park’s website. 

• Online survey distributed via Betws y Coed Community 
Council 
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Appendices: 
 
Appendix A - Sources  
The main published sources of information used in the production of this Appraisal were as follows: 

Bennett, J. & Vernon, R. W. (1992), Mines of the Gwydyr Forest (Part 4) (private publ.) 

Fenton, R. (1810), Tours in Wales (1804−1813) (republished by the Cambrian Archaeological 
Association in 1917) 

Gwyn, D (2006), Gwynedd: Inheriting a Revolution (Phillimore, Chichester) Hall, W. (1881),  

Gwyn, D Welsh Slate: the Archaeology and History of an Industry (RCAHMW 2015). 

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) report no. 1026 (Voelcker, A & Robertson, A), Betws-y-
Coed Draft Conservation Area Appraisal, 2012. 

Hall, E. Hyde (1811), A Description of Caernarvonshire (1809−11) (1952 edition). 

Haslam, R., Orbach, J. and Voelcker, A. (2009) The Buildings of Wales: Gwynedd (Yale 
University Press, London) 

Hughes H & North H. L. ‘The Old Churches of Snowdonia’ (1924). 

Jones, G. R. (1998), Hafodlas Slate Quarry (Caernarfon) Jones, l. W. (1972) Betws−y−coed: 
The Mountain Resort 

Lewis, S. (1849), A Topographical Dictionary of Wales (London) 

Lord, P. (1998), Clarence Whaite and the Welsh Art World: The Betws−y−coed Artists’ Colony, 
1844−1914 (The National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth) Lynch, F. (1995), Gwynedd (HMSO, 
London) 

Pennant, T. (1781), The Journey to Snowdon (London) Pugh, E. (1816), Cambria Depicta 
(accessed via  

Quartermaine, J., Trinder, B. and Turner, R. (2003), Thomas Telford’s Holyhead Road: The A5 
in north Wales (Council for British Archaeology, Research Report 135) 

Roscoe, T. (1853), Wanderings and Excursions in North Wales (London)  

 Smith, B. & Neville George, T. British Regional Geology – North Wales (HMSO) 1961. 

  





