


 
Issue 

  Issues:5 - Final Version 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chambers Conservation Ltd 
Registered in England and Wales, no. 09787239 
Registered address:  Mercury House, High Street, Tattenhall, CH3 9PX 
www.chambersconservation.com 

 



 
 
Abaty Cymer, Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan 3 

Contents  
 
Part One, Conservation Area Appraisal. 
 

1.0    Introduction 
1.1   How to Use this Document 
1.2   Overview of the Conservation Area 

2.0    Summary of Special Interest 
3.0    Historic Timeline 
4.0    Spatial Analysis 

4.1   Form & Layout 
4.2   Key Views 
4.3   Green Spaces & Trees 

5.0    Character 
5.1  Overview 
5.2  Architectural Character 
5.3  Materials and Details 
5.4  Boundaries 
5.5  Other Features, Details and Surfaces 

6.0    Historic Assets 
6.1  Designated 

7.0    The Conservation Area Boundary. 
8.0    Hidden Histories (Archaeological Potential) 
9.0    Other Designated Assets 
10.0    Biodiversity 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Abaty Cymer, Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan 4 

Part Two, Conservation Area Management Plan. 
 

1.0   Summary SWOT Analysis 
2.0   Understanding the Issues 

2.1  Condition 
2.2  Buildings at Risk  
2.3  Overview of the SWOT analysis. 

3.0   Positive Management  
3.1  Boundary Assessment 
3.2  Legislative Protection 
3.3  Enhancing the Special Interest of the Conservation 

Area 
3.4  Sustainability  
3.5  Biodiversity 

4.0   Consultation 

Appendices  

A. Sources  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  







 
 
Abaty Cymer, Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan 7 

height of 629m AOD.  North and east are gentler peaks, of Cynwch (326m) 
and Foel Offrwm (405m).  In the valley between is the Nannau Estate. 

1.2.5 Designation date: 1992. 
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F View east along the watercourse from the refectory towards the byre. 

G Dynamic view from within cloister towards the abbey. 

H Dynamic view from within cloister towards the tower, Ty Fanner, and 
associated buildings with hills behind. 

J View towards sedilia in south wall.  

K Long view down nave towards eastern gable. 

L Dynamic view towards the north aisle through standing arches.  

M View from the north aisle and through into the nave.  

4.3 Green spaces & Trees 
4.3.1 The context of Abaty Cymer is a rural one, and the approach from all sides 

is defined by informal green space with trees now separating the site 
(visually) from the banks of the Afon Mawddach. 

4.3.2 On the approach the site the field to the south is particularly important 
providing immediate context and separation from the caravan park and 
associated spaces. 

4.3.3 The fields and wooded hillside beyond provide important backdrop to views 
to the east, against which the ruins are seen in context.  Those to the east 
and north probably served as a monastic graveyard and orchard.  

4.3.4 Distinctive trees or groups of trees (in addition to those designated elsewhere) 
are shown on plan at Fig 16, these include:  

• Trees lining the Afon Mawddach to the west. 

• Distinctive (yew) tree between the abbey and the farm buildings to the 
east.. 
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10.0 Biodiversity 

10.1 Trees 
10.1.1 See 9.2 for Tree Preservation Orders. 

10.1.2 See 4.3 for description of key trees/tree areas within the conservation area 
that contribute to its special character. 

10.1.3 The Celtic Rainforests Wales Project is active within several Conservation 
Area locations, including areas associated with Special Areas of 
Conservation, and seeks to protect and restore rare Atlantic woodland 
habitats by managing Rhododendron ponticum and other invasive alien 
species. When works, planting schemes, landscaping, maintenance or 
development are proposed within these Conservation Areas, consideration 
should be given to biosecurity, the prevention of new invasive species 
introductions, and the potential impact on nearby Celtic rainforest habitats. 
Early advice should be sought from Eryri National Park Authority where 
proposals may affect areas linked to the project or involve species 
replacement, vegetation clearance or habitat management. 

10.2 Protected Species. 
10.2.1 Aber Mawddach/Mawddach Estuary SSSI and Afon Eden - Cors Goch 

Trawsfynydd SAC overlap the western edge of the conservation area.  The 
SAC is designated with specific reference to the Otter, Freshwater Pearl 
Mussel and Atlantic Salmon.  

10.2.2 There are a wide range of protected species known to be present along the 
Afon Mawddach into the Aber Mawddach, which include rare lichens, 
liverworts and mosses and a wide range of butterflies. Other species of note 
include; 

• Pied Flycatchers 

• Wood Warblers 

• Redstarts 

• Redshank 

• Snipe 
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• Woodcock 

• Dipper 

• Otter 

• Freshwater pearl mussel 

• Atlantic salmon 
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1.0 Summary SWOT Analysis  
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2.3.1 A SWOT analysis has been undertaken for the Abaty Cymer Conservation 
Area.  This is used to identify the issues, but also some of the opportunities 
and inherent strengths of the conservation area. It then informs the creation 
of the positive management proposals which follow. 

2.3.2 The SWOT analysis shows a number of key points for action, to build on the 
strengths and opportunities of the Conservation Area. These include: 

• Seek to protect the adjacent landscape setting.  

• Encourage walking and create interpretive links between 
Abaty Cymer, Pont Llanelltyd and the village, in particular the 
St. Illtyd’s church.  

• Make more of the links to the Llwybr Mawddach along the 
Afon Ceunant.  

2.3.3 The SWOT identifies a number of weaknesses and threats, which are 
identified as action points, these include: 

• Seek positive engagement to secure the future of the byre. 

• Ensure that green spaces and key views are protected through 
local engagement, when considering applications for 
development and by extending the boundary of the 
conservation area. 

• Better control peripheral and infill developments, promoting 
better quality design and preventing development where 
inappropriate. 

3.0 Positive Management. 

3.1 Boundary Changes. 
3.1.1 Following the appraisal, it is recommended that the boundary be extended to 

protect the setting and potential monastic cemetery and orchard (to the north 
and east).  See Fig 35. 

3.2 Local & National Policy Protection 
3.2.1 The legislative framework context for Conservation Areas is provided in the 

introductory document Introduction to Conservation Areas for the 21st 
Century. This document also gives general guidance and policies. 

34 Interpretation on the site is limited and could be significantly enhanced (2022). 
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3.3 Enhancing the Special Interest of the Conservation Area 
3.3.1 Addressing some of the issues (see 2.0) and weaknesses and threats to the 

Conservation Area have the potential to significantly enhance its special 
interest. This can be through extended planning powers or guidance. 

3.3.2 Specific issues and opportunities include: 

• Consider interpretation and better connectivity with links to the 
village, Pont Llanelltyd and the St. Illtyd’s church. 
Interpretation could be sensitively provided along the route.  

• Seek to control development of inappropriate quality on the 
periphery of the conservation area (the caravan park and 
change at the farm in particular). 

• Extend the boundary to protect the wider monastic and 
landscape setting. 

• Encourage more appropriate surface and boundary 
treatments. 

3.3.3 Using the above tools and through the consultation (see below), raise 
awareness and the profile of the Conservation Area and encourage 
appropriate development and change. To include: 

• Awareness with owners and the community of Cymer and 
Llanelltyd. 

• Raising awareness and (with support in the future) skills for 
local contractors and crafts people. 

3.4 Sustainability & Environmental Upgrading 
3.4.1 Guidance on the right approach for the introduction of energy efficiency 

improvements, and the necessary consents in Snowdonia’s Conservation 
Areas is given in the document: Advice on Energy Efficiency Measures in 
Conservation Areas (Planning & Practical Guide). 

3.4.2 Even as a scheduled monument of significant sensitivity Cymer has some 
opportunities for micro-power generation.  These might include discreetly 
sited solar panels on more modern farm buildings or siting panels remotely 
(being mindful of key views and views from high-level). 
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3.4.3 Sustainable energy generation schemes should be supported and 
encouraged where they don’t adversely affect the special character or 
biodiversity of the conservation area.  

3.5 Biodiversity 
3.5.1 Trees are critically important to the biodiversity and aesthetic significance.  

There are no trees with tree preservation orders, but there is woodland 
listed on the ancient woodland inventory.  Other trees are identified as 
having significance in the conservation area (see 4.3). 

3.5.2 The potential to enhance biodiversity in the conservation area is significant, 
example actions could include: 

• Installation of bird and bat boxes and development of a box 
management plan.   

• Appropriate use of grass roofs and other built features in 
extensions or new buildings, where appropriate to the built 
heritage, can enhance wildlife habitats. 

• Hedgerow management and enhancement and the extension of 
hedgerows in particular at Cymer. 

• Retention of standing deadwood and creation of deadwood 
piles for insects and other wildlife (where it doesn’t affect the 
setting of the Abbey in a negative manner). 

3.5.3 Ensuring that development is informed by, and is sympathetic to, the 
distinctive character of the Conservation Area and takes account of other 
evidence of historic characterisation and landscape sensitivity of the 
surrounding area.  

3.5.4 Ensuring that development proposals will enhance biodiversity and 
geodiversity interests.  

3.5.5 Working with partners in the public, private and voluntary sectors to develop 
and secure the implementation of projects to enhance the landscape and 
create and improve habitats of nature conservation value. 

3.5.6 Encouraging development to include measures to contribute positively to 
the overall biodiversity of the area. 
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3.5.7 Enhancing green infrastructure in a way which provides for the energy 
needs of the area without adverse impact no biodiversity or the character of 
the conservation area. 

4.0   Consultation 
4.1.1 The draft Conservation Area Appraisal and Management plan have been 

subject to the following consultation: 

• With Llanelltyd Community Council in November 2021. 

• Via the National Park’s website. 
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Appendices: 
 
Appendix A - Sources  
The main published (and unpublished) sources of information used in the production of this Appraisal 
were as follows: 

Cadw (2010), Dolgellau, Understanding Urban Character.  Accessed via: 
https://cadw.gov.wales/sites/default/files/2019-05/Dolgellau-
%20Understanding%20Urban%20Character_0.pdf  

Cooper, R., Abbeys and Priories of Wales (Swansea, 1992) pp. 53-4 

Coppack, Glynn, The White Monks: the Cistercians in Britain 1128-1540 (Stroud, 1998) pp. 
97-98 

Fenton, R. (1810), Tours in Wales (1804−1813) (republished by the Cambrian Archaeological 
Association in 1917) 

Gwyn, D (2006), Gwynedd: Inheriting a Revolution (Phillimore, Chichester)  

Gwyn, D Welsh Slate: the Archaeology and History of an Industry (RCAHMW 2015). 

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) report no.923 (Evans, R & Davidson A), Cymer, 
Gwynedd Draft Conservation Area Appraisal, 2011. 

Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) report no. 537 Historic Landscape Characterisation- 
Vale of Dolgellau. 2005.  

Haslam, R., Orbach, J. and Voelcker, A. (2009) The Buildings of Wales: Gwynedd (Yale 
University Press, London) 

Hughes H & North H. L. ‘The Old Churches of Snowdonia’ (1924). 

Jones, H. L., 'Cymmer Abbey Merionethshire', Archaeologia Cambrensis, 1:4 (1846), pp. 445-
460 

Jones, M (2009) Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) report no.826 Vanner Caravan Park, 
Archaeological Watching Brief, Gwynedd Archaeological Trust 

Lewis, S. (1849), A Topographical Dictionary of Wales (London) 

Lynch, Frances, A guide to Ancient and Historic Wales – Gwynedd, HMSO, 1995. 
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Pennant, T. (1781), A Tour in Wales (London) (1773-76), Accessed via: 
https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-gallery/pictures/a-tour-in-wales 

Roscoe, T. (1853), Wanderings and Excursions in North Wales (London). 

 Smith, B. & Neville George, T. British Regional Geology – North Wales (HMSO) 1961. 

 Smith, P, (1988), Houses of the Welsh Countryside, RCAHMW. 

Williams, David, H. (1981) The Cistercians in West Wales: 1 Cymer Abbey 1198-1536/7, 
Archaeologia Cambrensis, 130 pp.36-58. Accessed via: 

https://journals.library.wales/view/4718179/4748278/#?m=81  

Williams, David H., The Welsh Cistercians (Leominster, 2001) 

Various (1921) An Inventory of the Ancient Monuments in Wales and Monmouthshire, volume 
1, County of Merioneth. RCAHMW. 

 





